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Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California
Environmental Protection Department

Francisco Vega
Nevada Division of Environmenal Protection
Bureau of Air Pollution Control
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 4001
Carson Gtf NV 8970t-5249

J**ry 9,2007

lr,{r. Vega:

The \Washoe Tribe's Environmental Protection Depanment WEPD) strongly
opposes the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection's intent to issue an
operating permit to Sierra Pacific Resources Company for construction of a Cass I
facility. The general oudook of \({EPD is fiat we should leave the smallest footprint
on Earth that we can. Coal has a tremendous impact on the Eanh through the
mining process, transponation to the plant, and emissions. According to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agencir, coal-firrd power planrc account for almost 40o/o oI
human-caused mercury emissions - the nation's largest source - and are among the
laryest sources of paniculate matter. The 220 pounds of mercuqr and 1,788 tons of
paniculate mafter, a;nd 4,628 pounds of sulfur dioxide the plant could emit each year
outweigh anyeconomic benefia ir *igh. bri"S.

\{ercury is a significant concem in both Nevada and ftfr, and Nevada already
contr{butes significantly to mercury emissions from its coal mining operations.
Mercury is of great concem because it is a neurotoxin that accumulates in the
environment. Mercury has shown to have significant effects on human health.
\[EPD would like NDEP to outline a plan for releasingzaro mercuryemissions into
the enviroffnent.

Sulfur dioxide quickly becomes sulfuric acid when released into the environment.
This is of great concern when it becomes concenuated in surface and ground water
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s)6terns because it can become incrediblybxic. Therefore, NDEP not onlyneeds to
address this operatrng plrmi,t fro*, *ri"t qualicyperspective as well as an air quality
PersPective.- NDEP should consider who will be monitoring the warer .i"Ai.y
downwind of the coal plants. WEPD is panicularlyconcemed widr the i-pactsit wiil
have on dre Goshute and Paiute Indian Reservadons, which lie downwind-of the coal
piant. In addition, the Green and C-olorado Rivers can a.lso be impacted bv the
p,ollution, which ultimately provides drinking water for millions of people in Las
V.gtt as well as Glifornia and Arizona. Wnnp needs to adequately research the
impact it will have on these populations and environments before issuing this permit.

Carbon dioxide is &e rnajor contributor of clirnate change. \?fuh this concem,
Nevada needs to senouslyconsider renewable energybecausJ it js much kinderto the

Erth and helps reduce our carbon footprint rather than add to it. WEPD is aware
that Nevada s population grew at a rate of Z.g percent bemeen July of 2006 and July
2007, and the growh is e4pected to continue. \${EPD also undersrands that a
g1owing population means a growing demand for energy. Fornrnatel;r, Nevada has

lbrlndant solar, wind, geothermal and biofuel resources rhat should be-fully explored

lefop resoning to coal. If the same investmenr was ro be made in altemative .o.tgy
that has been made in coal, we would have the same success for a longer period oi
time. NDEP needs to put limits on carbon dioxide emissioru if ir ha; not already
done so.

If NDEP makes the unfornrnate decision to issue this permit, it must require Sierra
Pacific to use dre best available pollution conrrols, rs r*q.tir.d by a I99O amendment
to the Clean Air Act. NDEP must require them ro use the scnrbbers that can capnre
more than 907o of emissions, which is the best technology available. Ovenall, the

{ashge Trite highly recommends that NDEP consult 
-*ith 

more people before
allowing this operating permit, Please contact Mistia Mullins ar ZZi-2AS-869L or
mistia.mullins@washoetribe.us if )on have anyquestions regarding these concens.

Sincerely -jz
i

Iv{arie Barry,Director
Environmental Protection Depafimenr
\Tashoe Tribe of Nevada and'Glifomia

C-c: Mistia Mullins
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